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Hard writing makes 
easy reading. 

Wallace Stegner 

 

 

 

 

   Peculiar Activities 

Book signings 
After the book release party on October 6th, we had a nice turnout at 
Commonplace Books on October 21st. 
 
November 6th was a very special day as we had a book signing in my hometown 
of Duncan. Many long-time friends attended and seeing their faces meant a lot to 
me. More on page three. 
 
Likewise, November 15th brought out many friends in Norman, Oklahoma. I 
appreciate all the support. 

 
Future book signings 
November 20, 3:00-5:00 p.m.: Full Circle Bookstore, 50 Penn Place, 
1900 NW Expressway, Oklahoma City. 
 
November 27, 12:00-2:00 p.m.: Best of Books, 1313 E. Danforth Road, Kickingbird 
Square, Edmond. 

 
Metropolitan Library 
Peculiar Activities has been included in the library’s collections at twelve locations, plus 
the e-version is available through Metropolitan’s Overdrive. 

 
Future Projects 
 

Shadowed Souls – Summer, 2022 
Henry Ike Pierce’s adventures continue in Hawaii. New friends, old enemies, and a son 
seeks revenge for his father’s death at Pierce’s hands. I’ve signed a contract with the 
Wild Rose Press, so the process starts again! 
 

Gentleman from the Darkness – May 13, 2022 
I am participating in a Friday the 13th series with twelve other authors. Each novella will 

be structured to include thirteen chapters with thirteen thousand words 
total—main characters will have first and last names totaling thirteen 
letters. My intention is to write an origin story of an antagonist who 
makes a brief appearance in Peculiar Activities, and whose son plays a 
larger role in Shadowed Souls. 

 
Feature interview  
 

Rebecca Grace Blogspot: rebecca-grace.blogspot.com 
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Reviews 
 
Intriguing story. Well-written with a complex plot and intriguing storyline make this a ‘must read’. The 
characters, especially Henry, are well developed. Secondary characters play a significant role… some 
can be trusted, some can’t. Can’t wait to see what happens in this detective’s life next. 
 
Great new series! This book is nicely paced and the characters complex enough to keep you reading. 
The varied settings of the storyline add interest to the plot. 
A first-time author, Mr. Jones has the potential of becoming a highly regarded writer. Looking forward 
to the next book in this series! 
 
Finished the novel this evening! It kept me interested and wanting to get to the end. Also, I like the 
intrigue of questioning some of the loyalty and trustworthiness of the main characters. I have given my 
recommendation for this novel to several of my friends and family. 
 
Well-written, and the characters, especially Henry, are well developed. Secondary characters are a large 
part of the plot … some can be trusted, but watch out. Can’t wait to see what happens in book 2. 
 
Intriguing story and has interesting characters. The main characters are well developed. Relatable 
personalities. Ready for book #2. 
 
Great story with an interesting twist. Good read. 
 
I like the characters and think the author will have fun with them. I even looked up the countries to 
learn a little history. Looking forward to the next HIP. 

 
 

Universal site for access by source: MEJBOOKS 
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The Merchant hosting book signing for Stephens County native Nov. 6 | duncanbanner.com  
TOPICAL FEATURED TOP STORY  
 
By Tamara Gregor The Duncan Banner Oct 30, 2021  
 
Mark Jones’ book signing for “Peculiar Activities” will set up from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. on 

Nov. 6 at the Merchant in Duncan. Special to The Banner  
A Duncan High School Alumnus released his newest work in October, and he will now host a 

signing in Duncan, next Saturday.  
Haylee Root, owner of The Merchant, said they would love everyone to stop by for the event.  
“We are thrilled to host Mark Jones’ book signing on Nov. 6 at The Merchant, which is right next 

to The Palace Theatre,” Root said. “Being a locally owned business, we love doing these types of 
events for the community.”  

Mark Jones, a 1975 graduate of DHS, said his family has been a part of Stephens County since 
the 1890s, when his great-grandparents moved to the area.  

Jones, born in Duncan in 1957, later moved and attended Velma-Alma Public Schools until 1967 
before moving back into Duncan where he attended Will Rogers Elementary School.  

Growing up, Jones recalls making trips to Duncan, by way of the old courthouse and a few trips 
to the Palace Theatre for a movie.  

“Moving back to Duncan, I remember all the kids in fifth grade at Will Rogers being very 
welcoming, and I made friends quickly,” Jones said.  

After graduating from DHS in 1975, Jones said he attended the University of Oklahoma where he 
received his degrees in political science and public administration.  

“I married in 1981, had three kids and we’ve lived in Norman or Edmond ever since,” Jones said. 
“My mother lived in Duncan until she passed away in 2001, and my dad lived north of town until he 
died in 2011.”  

The years went by quickly, according to Jones.  
“Our Class of 1975 seemed a very tight bunch,” Jones said. “I keep in contact with many of them 

and look forward to our reunions.”  
Still with many family members in the area, Jones makes time to visit several times a year.  
As a DHS Alumnus, he also has some advice and wisdom to the current generation of students.  
“I’d say keep your options open,” Jones said. “College has been a goal for graduating seniors for 

several decades, but these days it’s a good idea to weigh the costs vs. benefits of going to college or 
learning a trade.”  

Many options await many students upon graduation high school.  
“Studies still show an advantage for college graduates in life-long earnings,” Jones said. “And the 

costs of attending have skyrocketed, so that many college graduates are smothered in debt for years 
and years.”  

Jones said going from working to writing has been an experience itself.  
“It’s been quite an experience to go from working — and retiring — out of the financial areas of 

OU and UCO and turning that into a writing career,” Jones said. “I retired in 2017 and thought I 
would try writing again.”  

After taking a couple classes, Jones has joined the Oklahoma Writers Federation, Inc., Central 
Region Oklahoma Writers, Kansas Writers Group, and the Dallas-Fort Worth Writers Conference.  
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“My manuscript took first place in the Mystery/Suspense category, so that encouraged me even 
more,” Jones said. “I found an editor and then a publisher who signed me to a contract last 
February.”  

According to Jones, “Peculiar Activities” is the first in his Henry Ike Pierce detective series, in 
which his goal is to have at least five books.  

“I’m also involved with a group of fellow authors in a ‘Friday the Thirteenth’ collection of 
stories,” Jones said. “Thirteen authors, 13 novellas with 13 chapters and a word count of 13,000. The 
release date is set for Friday, May 13, 2022.”  

Released on Oct. 6, “Peculiar Activities”, has Jones booking several events — two in Edmond 
and three more to come, as well as working on setting up an event in Norman and Tulsa.  

Jones will set up a book signing from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m., Nov. 6 at the Merchant in Duncan.  
Other signing dates include, from 3-5 p.m. Nov. 20 at Full Circle Bookstore, located at 1900 NW 

Expressway St in 50 Penn Place in Oklahoma City, as well as from noon to 2 p.m. on Nov. 27 at 
Best of Books, located at Kickingbird Square 1313 E. Danforth Road in Edmond.  

For more information about Jones’ current book or other releases, visit mejbooksllc.com or look 
on Facebook for mejbooksllc.  

 


